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Don't come here looking for answers. 
 
Come and see how a question is born.
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Painting develops through observation, making and revision. Meaning unfolds through the pro-
cess itself as colour, gesture, space and matter continuously reorganize one another until a form 
becomes perceptible. 
 
Painting, drawing and writing constitute a single field of inquiry. Each language extends the 
research when another reaches its limits, allowing the investigation to continue through different 
forms. 
 
Every painting reorganizes the conditions from which it emerged. Each completed work reshapes 
the question that initiated it and transforms the conditions from which the next one begins. 
 
The body is the place where relations become perceptible. Geometry emerges as their temporary 
organization. Fragility appears as the condition that allows every configuration to transform. 
 
Painting investigates how forms appear, shift and dissolve, and how it generates forms of knowle-
dge that remain inaccessible to language alone.

Statement

Identity emerges through temporary configurations of relations. 



Toward Geometry Of Fragility

Every time I look back at my paintings, the beginning changes. 
 
There are works I only understand after having made others. Some seemed finished and, over 
time, opened questions I could not yet see. 
 
This is why I do not think of my research as a succession of works. 
 
I think of passages. 
 
Each painting modifies those that precede it. 
Each new work changes the way I read the body, space, colour and form. 
 
Words always come later. 
 
They do not explain the paintings. 
They allow me to recognise relationships that painting had already built. 
 
Time is not external to the work. 
It is part of its structure. 
 
For a long time, the body was where the research began. 
 
Then space. 
Then colour. 
Not as new themes, but as new relations. 
 
Between works there are intervals I cannot fill with intention. 
 
Those intervals are not empty. 
 
Those intervals are where another relation begins to emerge.
 
Research does not exist inside a painting. 
It exists in the passage between paintings. 
 
Looking back, I realised that the work was never contained within a single image. 
 
It emerged through the movement from one painting to another. 
 
The studio is not where I produce answers. 
It is where I learn to recognise the questions I did not know I was carrying. 
 
The research remains in motion. 
 
Every painting leaves the next one unfinished.



Geometry of fragility

Geometry of Fragility did not begin with the decision to start a new series. 
 
It began with a change I recognised only after several paintings had already been completed. 
 
The first works still belonged to the previous research. Looking back, I recognise them as transitio-
nal paintings. They searched for a spatial structure they had not yet found. 
 
Gradually, space ceased to function as a background. 
 
It became an active condition of the image. 
 
The image could no longer be sustained by the body alone. 
 
It required a structure capable of organising the relations that the paintings were beginning to 
reveal. 
 
The body was no longer simply placed within space. 
 
It began to be configured by it. 
 
Perspective, thresholds, planes and architectural relations became forces that organised the pain-
ting itself. Geometry no longer described order. 
 
It became the temporary structure through which relations could emerge, shift and dissolve. 
 
Only then did I realise that the paintings had already begun a different investigation. 
 
Looking back, I recognise this shift as the moment in which the research changed its centre of 
gravity.



In the hall of 
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Internal Quantum  
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A blue house in a 
dreams 

Oil on canvas 
120 × 95 cm 
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A vortex far 
from the abyss

Oil on canvas 
120 × 95 cm 
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Opened to the 
world 

Oil on canvas 
60 × 30 cm 
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leaving the past 
behind 

Oil on canvas 
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On the worldʼs 
arris 

Oil on canvas 
120 × 95 cm 
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She dance alone

Oil on canvas 
120 × 95 cm 
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Sowing seeds of 
vulnerability

Oil on canvas 
50 × 50 cm 
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The Answer Lies 
Within You (But 

It’s Wrong)

Oil on canvas 
50 × 50 cm 
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The seventh day is 
eternal 

Oil on canvas 
120 × 95 cm 
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Zerkalo 

Oil on canvas 
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Juan Tardivo (1986, Río Cuarto, Argentina) is an Argentine artist based 
in Munich. Working across painting, writing and poetry, his work is  
concerned with the emergence of form through the relations between 
body, colour, geometry and space.
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